Introduction
Confronted with an increasing laboratory work-load, a device which would be able to eliminate such tedious tasks as the manual read-out procedure of the analyscr-recordcr output with peak-height tracings of calibration solutions and patient serum specimens was sought. Apart from the amount of work in their laboratory the authors were also concerned about a small, but significant, number of clerical errors which seemed to be related to the work-load. Before setting up a totally integrated computer-based on-line data acquisition system, a stand-alone read-out interface for one of the busiest continuous-flow channels (serum urea measured according to the method ofJung et al.) was developed to cope with immediate problems.
In order that the properties of the interface reported in this paper can be properly appreciated, a short description of the features ofthe authors' laboratory's continuous-flow procedures follows. The is far beyond the full scale limit, the Lambert-Beer Law holds for much higher concentrations; the detector output signal was evaluated as bein9 equivalent to a concentration of 31"1 mol/l, which is in close agreement with the value of peak 18, bein9 the same sample diluted six times. Peak 19 is sample 12 diluted three times.) 2O Results and discussion H. Baadenhuijsen and Th. Zelders A microcomputer system in continuous-flow analysis
The system described has been in daily use for about 18 months. Figure 3 shows 
